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Abstract

The research deals with the study of "Evaluation of the Damage to Ecosystem
Services of the Farlaq Forest in Syria" and aims to identify the damaged
technological systems services in the Farlag Forest, the reasons for the damage to
these services, and their consequences, relying on a questionnaire designed based
on previous studies. It consists of the first section: demographic information, the
second section: the most damaged technological systems services, the third section:
the reasons for the damage to ecosystem services, and the third section: the
consequences of the damage to ecosystem services. It will be distributed to the
sample members working in the forestry of Lattakia Governorate in a random
manner, then using the statistical analysis program SPSS and conducting a
descriptive analysis test for the study variables and a t-test for the single sample to
find out if there are statistically significant differences between the answers of the
sample members regarding the assessment of the damage to ecosystem services of
the Farlaq Forest in Syria, and to find out if there is a difference in the opinions of
foresters regarding the assessment of the damage to ecosystem services of the Farlaq
Forest in Syria according to their years of work experience.

The results showed:

There are statistically significant differences among the sample members on the
questions of the first hypothesis, which is confirmed. These differences tend towards
agreeing that the damage to the Farnlaq forest caused by a group of natural and
human factors (such as drought, fires, indiscriminate cutting, urban and agricultural
expansion) contributes to the deterioration of the ecosystem services it provides,
such as climate regulation, soil stabilization, and resource provision.

There are statistically significant differences among the sample members on the
questions of the second hypothesis, which is confirmed. These differences tend
towards disagreement that the geographical location of the Farnaq Forest and the
accompanying dry climatic characteristics, in addition to human pressures, is a
major factor in exacerbating the problem of forest damage and the deterioration of
its ecological services, and increases the challenges of restoring these services.
There are statistically significant differences among sample members on the
questions of the third hypothesis, which is confirmed. These differences tend
towards disagreement that the deterioration of ecosystem services in the Farnlag
Forest leads to significant negative impacts on the livelihoods of local communities
that depend on it.
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