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Study Abstract

This study examines the cultural gap between Arabic-speaking learners
and English as a second language, and its impact on their communicative
competence—a topic that has received limited attention in research on adult
learners. The study aims to explore the role of target-language culture in the
process of learning English among Arabic speakers over the age of thirty, with

particular emphasis on the influence of cultural immersion.

A descriptive-analytical approach was employed to investigate the effect
of cultural factors on language learning. Data were collected through a
questionnaire administered to 68 Arabic-speaking learners. The findings
highlight the critical role of English-language culture in the learning process.
The strongest influence was found in learners’ psychological and emotional
attitudes toward English culture, followed by their cultural competence in using
the target language, and finally their ability to achieve fluency in authentic

cultural contexts.

Participants reported a high level of acceptance of English culture, with
an average score of 4.24. No statistically significant differences were observed

at the 0.05 level with respect to age, gender, or learning method.

In light of these findings, the study recommends adopting teaching
strategies that are responsive to the needs of adult learners and that provide
ample opportunities for cultural immersion and meaningful exposure to the
target language and its culture, in order to foster the communicative

competence sought through language learning.

Keywords: target language culture, second language learning, language
acquisition, Arabic-speaking learners, language and culture, foreign language

education
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