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Abstract

This study aims to introduce forensic linguistics, its applications, and fields of
work, as well as to examine the potential use of linguistic fingerprinting as
forensic evidence, and to assess the level of knowledge among legal professionals
regarding this field and its importance in achieving justice. The study adopted a
descriptive-analytical approach, and data were collected using two research tools:
a questionnaire directed to (106) lawyers at the Tartous Bar Association, and
interviews with (4) judges at the Tartous Court. Data were analyzed using the
statistical software SPSS26. The results revealed a theoretical awareness of
forensic linguistics and linguistic fingerprinting among lawyers, which is not
supported by practical application. There was a clear recognition of the role of
linguistic evidence in supporting justice, especially in criminal cases, reflecting a
professional readiness to adopt this type of evidence. Interviews with judges,
however, indicated a legislative and practical gap. Judges supported the use of
linguistic fingerprinting as a modern means of evidence that serves justice, but
noted the absence of specific legislation regulating its use, limiting its institutional
application within the Syrian judicial system.

The study concluded with several recommendations, most notably: enhancing
professional awareness of forensic linguistics among lawyers and judges,
developing legal frameworks to allow the adoption of linguistic fingerprinting as
a means of judicial evidence, and including certified linguistic experts in an
official registry under the Ministry of Justice. Among the key proposals is the
integration of forensic linguistics into legal and applied linguistics curricula.

Keywords:

Forensic linguistics, linguistic fingerprinting, linguistic evidence, legal experts.
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