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Abstract

Unilateral coercive measures imposed on countries constitute a blatant vio—
lation of international law as stipulated in the United Nations Charter. Despite
the clarity of the United Nations' purposes and principles and the recom-
mendations of the General Assembly in its relevant resolutions, some coun-
tries and regional entities continue to use these measures against certain
nations, including the Syrian Arab Republic, with the aim of subjecting them

politically and economically.

The repercussions of these measures are evident not only in human rights
violations but also in hindering the delivery of humanitarian aid, particularly
cash assistance provided to vulnerable groups. This assistance plays a cru-
cial role in supporting individuals' basic needs until they can resume liveli—
hood activities and avoid resorting to negative coping mechanisms due to

poverty.

Despite the main entities imposing unilateral coercive measures expressing
their commitment to providing legitimate humanitarian support through sanc—
tions exemptions, it is evident in practice, through the response of interna—
tional organizations working in Syria, that these exemptions do not function
as intended. Instead, they hinder humanitarian response and have a signif-
icant impact on Syrian civilians by obstructing the operations of humanitarian

actors, including cash assistance programs. Therefore, understanding these



implications is crucial to ensuring the protection of individuals' rights and
enhancing their well-being amidst the deteriorating humanitarian situation,
the worsening economic crisis, and the need for a large segment of the
Syrian population for cash support to ensure continuity and access to basic

services.
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' Cash and vouchers empower people with choice to address their essential needs in
local markets, and findings show that vulnerable households who can make their own
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and Voucher Assistance — The CALP Network (Last visit on 31 May 2024).
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I Article 19 of the OAS Charter as currently in force provides that: “No State or group of
States has the right to intervene, directly or indirectly, for any reason whatever, in the
internal or external affairs of any other State. The foregoing principle prohibits not only
armed force but also any other form of interference or attempted threat against the per-
sonality of the State or against its political, economic, and cultural elements.” Article 20
then further provides that: “No State may use or encourage the use of coercive measures
of an economic or political character in order to force the sovereign will of another State
and obtain from its advantages of any kind.” In the original 1948 version of the Charter
(48 UNTS 1952, No. 1609) these were Articles 15 and 16. “REVISITING COERCION
AS AN ELEMENT OF PROHIBITED INTERVENTION IN INTERNATIONAL LAW?”, Avail-
able through the following link:

https: //www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american—journal—of-international—-law/arti—

cle/revisiting—coercion—as—an—element—of—prohibited—intervention—in—international—
law/CF9ED44C35C14EQ00D3B3AC6685861338, see also UN Doc. A/RES/2625(XXV),
supra note 22, at 123.

17


https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-journal-of-international-law/article/revisiting-coercion-as-an-element-of-prohibited-intervention-in-international-law/CF9ED44C35C14E00D3B3AC6685861338
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-journal-of-international-law/article/revisiting-coercion-as-an-element-of-prohibited-intervention-in-international-law/CF9ED44C35C14E00D3B3AC6685861338
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-journal-of-international-law/article/revisiting-coercion-as-an-element-of-prohibited-intervention-in-international-law/CF9ED44C35C14E00D3B3AC6685861338

dysganl) cigals 2011 ale Sy Ljsu dadlas gl agle G gl e V)
Lyl pulilly patianal) g5l Ly sl cBaneie Jalge Ay Cacdlas Sala dailiai] Ao dygad) A el
2020 5550 17 3 2wl Jm " e G5l J530 ae Lo () ol o3 cilia a0l @Y
G Tl oyl ciligie! ol gl ilisiall 5 el e Jadid Ciligiall Glai aiy (g3
)Gl sl aig L ol s3gl Aacaldl) culgally ddadiyell A5y e LUl V) Caagias
lay) Jie dogm clVlae 8 Dsadl osSall ae Aol Gsleill o Bdlia] 258 (b
O ol ol s Lyl el 2al) Gleliind Spms o pdsl) oles At Aadly (A3l
dodee ot sl claliiall dnls Cum AaludY) LlaiaY) 25en uS (S (3ad il o2a
AR Gl e Lgnllad (e aag Lae el ol galss

Slady) Bgia lSlgnl e dygud) LagSall Aulae Lahay) Ljedl) ulil) oda (e dolal) culs
Pa e e ginad) e € IS8 il gl V) Aslaa) 4aY) i Gy el
Aall i 4 ually (gygall L@V e Jaiall 5abjs daludy) clebaiall iblee dl)e
dypall a)¥) ae Aol Jalailly dilos) laial) alel Ldlia) cilaat auay Las cdpalaity)
Aoy Ao pedll il A8y A aaat el (e rag caial) sand GeluYL calS Al
Aol g Ll malpll e

b liail) Wyl Baien Clhaats des Cligeaa djge 8 Al Llanal) dalg ol
55 LS ciligiall Lajidl) JEeYly gyglane ilgal lsal) digad shig (paniill ol
Tugraa (o 2y Laa LY Balely jSaall (alaiY) dsen Jixis elsad) dagad e Lllal 25
AU bl Jolaad ) s Sl Ty 2d<a 3ea (e 4l W Y] piall (paeen
Lapal) doysgandl o Ay joall Epaya ) dupedl) ulaill o) g Jladl adly of 3) L5l 531l

' H.R.1828 — Syria Accountability and Lebanese Sovereignty Restoration Act of 2003.
This measure has not been amended since it was passed by the Senate on November
11, 2003. The summary of that version is available here:

https: //www.congress.gov/bill/108th—congress /house—bill /1828
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3 Prior to 2011, the Syrian economy was one of the best performing in the region, with a
growth rate averaging 4.6% per annum from 2008 to 2010. Yet from 2011 to 2016, the
rate became negative, falling by an average of 10.8% annually, with falls of over 22% in
2012 and 2013. The total GDP of Syria has reportedly fallen by between one half and
two thirds since 2011. Foreign currency reserves have been depleted, and international
financial and other assets remain frozen. In 2010, 45 Syrian Liras were exchanged for
one dollar; by 2017 the rate fell to fell to 515 liras per dollar. Report of the Special
Rapporteur on the negative impact of unilateral coercive measures on the enjoyment of
human rights on his mission to the Syrian Arab Republic (A/HRC/39/54/Add.2), page 5,
available on: https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/1652290?In=en&v=pdf
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' Humanitarian Action, Analyzing Needs and Response, Syria Arab Republic. Available
through the link: https://humanitarianaction.info/plan/1175

> Humanitarian Needs Overview: Syrian Arab Republic (February 2022) [EN/AR],
published 22 Feb 2022, last visit: 23 Mar 2025, available through the link: https://re—

liefweb.int/report/syrian—arab-republic/2(022—-humanitarian—needs—overview—syrian—

arab-republic-february-2022
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1 Syria Macro—-Fiscal Assessment, WORLD BANK GROUP, published 7 July 2025, last
visit: 27 July 2025, https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents—re—
ports/documentdetail /(099850307042523844

2 REEVALUATING AND REALIGNING UNITED STATES FOREIGN AID, The White

House, January 20, 2025. Last visit: 26 July 2025. https://www.whitehouse.gov/presi-

dential-actions/2025/01 /reevaluating—and-realigning—united—states—foreign—aid/
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https: //www.dohainstitute.org/ar/economic—studies/Pages/why—now—greater—impacts—

of-suspending—usa—humanitarian—fund—case—of-syria.aspx

2 Commons Library Research Briefing, “Syria after Assad: Consequences and interim
authorities 2025”, 23 July 2025, last visit: 27 July 2025. Available through the following
link: https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-10161/CBP-
10161.pdf
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I Syrian Arab Republic: Press release by the Humanitarian Coordinator for Syria,
Adam Abdelmoula, on the Extension of the 2025 Syria Humanitarian Response
Priorities (Jan — Dec 2025) and the Urgently Prioritized Humanitarian Response
Priorities [EN/AR], OCHA, published 24 July 2025, last visit: 27 July 2025.

https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian—arab—republic/syrian—arab-republic—press—release—

humanitarian—coordinator-syria—adam-abdelmoula—extension-2025-syria—humanitar—

ian—-response—priorities—jan—-dec—2(025—and-urgently—prioritised—humanitarian—-re—

sponse-—priorities—enar

2 UNHCR forced to make deep cuts, despite rising needs worldwide, United Nations
News, published 16 June 2025, last visit: 27 July 2025, available through the following
link: https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/06/1164446
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I Sanctions and the Prospects for Stability and Recovery in Post—Conflict Syria,
Relief-Web, posted on 30 May 2025, last visit: 27 July 2025.Page 6: The inter-
views with Syrian business leaders and civil society representatives clearly demon-
strated that over—compliance is one of the most severe obstacles to economic
activity today. Western banks, corporations, and even humanitarian agencies con-
sistently refuse to engage with transactions related to Syria out of fear of triggering
sanctions penalties, even when the transaction is technically legal under current
exemptions.

https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian—arab-republic/sanctions—and—prospects—stabil-

ity—and-recovery—post-conflict-syria
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I UNICEF Syria Humanitarian Situation Report No. 11, 1 - 31 May 2025, Relief
Web, posted in 25 June, last visit: 27 July 2025. https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian—

arab—republic/unicef-syria—humanitarian-situation-report-no—11-1-31-may-2025
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