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The Impact of Unilateral Coercive Measures on Humanitarian Aid and
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Abstract

This research examines "The Impact of Unilateral Coercive Measures on the Funding and
Operations of Humanitarian Organizations in Syria" through a case study of the United Nations
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). The study is set against the
backdrop of Syria’s political and economic crisis, which has persisted for thirteen years, resulting
in a significant deterioration of social and economic conditions and exacerbating the suffering of
the Syrian people. In this context, Western countries have imposed unilateral coercive measures—
including economic sanctions, asset freezes, and travel bans—with the aim of pressuring the Syrian
government. However, the adverse effects of these measures have extended to the humanitarian
organizations operating in the country.

The research aims to assess the impact of these measures on the funding of humanitarian
organizations and their ability to deliver timely and effective assistance. It focuses on several
critical humanitarian sectors, including early recovery and livelihoods, protection, education,
health, food security and agriculture, as well as shelter, water, and sanitation, in addition to
examining the measures’ effect on the return of Syrian refugees.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology to establish its theoretical framework,
followed by a survey approach to collect data through questionnaires, with the analysis performed
using SPSS software. The research is structured into three main sections: the first addresses the
legal foundations of unilateral coercive measures and the concept and financing mechanisms of
humanitarian organizations; the second reviews the impact of these measures on Syria and on the
funding of humanitarian organizations; and the third presents an applied study of the effects on
OCHA’s operations.

The findings indicate that unilateral coercive measures constitute a major obstacle for
humanitarian organizations, as they face challenges in obtaining exemptions and in dealing with
third parties such as banks and suppliers, which disrupts humanitarian and development programs.
Consequently, the study highlights the need to reconsider the implementation mechanisms of these
measures and to develop more flexible financing strategies and coordination processes to ensure
the continuity of humanitarian assistance and to alleviate the suffering of the Syrian population.
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https://ofac.treasury.gov/media/923101/download?inline

11



Cary s Al Glae Lsal) GG 4l 4agill 138 2S5 LS Al dhaddY L ddlial) cDleleal
Jallail sl decals s Aime hlie b abady) dladd)

gl G 29 )8Y) SlaiVly Baniall ASLaall 5 Dpusigen (g0 S Cangl B 5aY) sanall LY dSLYL
2aall Cangen dnilaY) Cile U@ (o daell alaie] &1 Mg ccibighall by e Cileliiin] miey (3laial)
= 2023 Lbdfhld & ady W exall JBI e 1) = A sen Adlaiall A513) lisial) dadl (e
dlaiall S lalaal) Jage! \giadie) ) el aracai &5 s L) adinall J8 e Usd lun s
hs byl el cilgal) i e Wie ¥ ciuygu b dulaill claially Jadill elydy B! 2sea
CacgB My clginay (Agadiall Aol clgal) Gl ¢ ladly gy 7yl Aail) Glai ua o ibias
b L Ty dnleay) clabiiall dagiaal) ol el

shall e Ly Sgas ) dalus) Aol cilead) iy @) c(gugad) el -
aladB = Sale gl dle IS8 - LB Slsal) sl Jeal) s o g idl)
SVl e ady s e ¢ Sl Jand) Jagel Sligaall dealdl] S 5l LSl f
o gl desana e lee clalia¥) Lo S 4ngis mgdall iajl) o) (s 520l
LAY dalaial) ez

dohaaty ileadlly alud) ) Jyemslls macs (31 ¢ 19 5Y1 AaY) U8 (e dngiaall Cilelinny) -
e ST adl e (BN (e YL Gl Lo i ) Lles) Claclusall gl aaen
Ale ) lgall (e dawls de gl atdadt Cus e

ASaYl e Aelll clgall #hal Il 485031 5asiall LYl U8 e ziaal) climud) -
U alily ALl @l 4)lae ALl s adf e i) () Gl ek ) 8
dalaial) COlaleall Gans Bl Il g Uadl) dilada Cas (ge el 238 guingy & Ll sl
S Ghliall 8 Al LaesSall e cladaiall Ly Ly zgamse duygu (3 I (g BleYL
B die Al ST Can vl Al eDbgatl) dulee o ) A jsuall dagSall lgdde Hlawa

1. Guidance for the Provision of Humanitarian Assistance to Syria-Office of Foreign Assets Control
(OFAC), https://ofac.treasury.gov/media/931236/download?inline

2. Effectiveness of Humanitarian Exceptions to Sanctions: Lessons from the Syria Earthquake-Dr. Erica
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