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Abstract
This study, that conducted during the period from 4/23/2023 to 4/23/2024, aimed to describe the current status of
the Cedar - fir Reserve in the Baltaa/Shuwah village area. This study monitors the plant biodiversity present in the
reserve and in the Baltaa/Shuwah village, and this site was chosen as the only meeting point for the cedar and fir
forests affiliated with the Cedar and Fir Reserve. This study was prepared through field surveys of the plant
biodiversity present in the area to study the relative importance of each species, and the supportive, providing,
organizing and ecological cultural services provided by the reserve were highlighted and the extent of its contribution
to achieving human well-being. The DPSIR methodology was also used as a useful analytical framework for
developing policies to implement the adaptive management approach for ecological-socio—economic systems.
Interviews were conducted with stakeholders such as: forestry service providers in the Study area, the local
community, through a questionnaire distributed to a sample of three villages (Al-Baraj-Al-Hajar-Baltaa/Al-Shouh),
to evaluate their activities in the reserve and their impact on the sustainability of the forest ecosystem, and the
extent of their compatibility with the principle of sustainability and optimal investment for local communities and future

generations.

The results showed a shift The original cedar forest has turned into a secondary forest dominated by
broad-leaved trees, whereas cedar was once dominant. The Lebanese cedar ecosystem, which has been
present in the region since the second millennium BC, is threatened with extinction and the resulting
negative environmental, socio—economic and agricultural impacts (especially since the aforementioned
system is rich in the wild origins of many fruit trees). The deterioration of the Lebanese cedar forest has
led to local environmental disturbance, which is reflected in the deterioration of these forests and the
distribution of different species in this region. We noticed a decrease in the relative importance of the
Cedrus libani from 82.5 in the year 2004 to 70.52. In the current study, the relative importance of
the Amygdalus communis decreased from 9.41 in the year 2004 to 1.45 In the current study, the
relative importance of the Juniperus oxycedrus decreased from 11.43 in the year 2004 to 9.58 in
the current study, and the relative importance of the Quercus infectoria increased from 7.12 in the
year 2004 to 51.12 in the current study, and a clear appearance of species that were not present
in the study area in the 2004 statistics, such as: Crataegus monogyna, Rhus coriaria, Asphodelus
microcarpus, Cornus australis, Urtica dioica, Eryngium creticum.

The results of the questionnaire also showed the dependence of the local population in the studied sample
on logging for the purpose of heating and trade at a rate of 98%, collecting herbal plants from the forest for
the purpose of home use and small projects at a rate of 83.3%, hunting animals at a rate of 4.8%, grazing
at a rate of 3%, and tourism currently after the crisis. Syrian by only 1%. This requires giving this area the
importance it deserves, taking more stringent measures to protect the reserve, especially the center area,

and applying adaptive management measures to mitigate the changes occurring in this important biological

habitat and ensure its sustainability for future generations

—Keywords: Cedrus libani, Abies cilicica, Cedar — fir Reserve, Baltaa/Alshuh.
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