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Abstract

In recent decades, the world has withessed an increase in non—international armed
conflicts, leaving behind a massive number of innocent lives and impacting the social
and economic fabric of many countries. One of the most controversial aspects of
these conflicts is the detention of civilians by armed forces, whether international or
local. Detention, in the complex circumstances of conflict, raises numerous questions
about rights, duties, and the legal rules that should be applied. This study delves
into this issue with a critical approach, examining the legal framework for the
detention of civilians in non-international armed conflicts and the role played by
international forces, particularly the American and British forces, in this context. The
study aims to shed new light on this sensitive topic and reach conclusions that may

contribute to shaping the future of international humanitarian law in this area.

The research problem revolves around the continuous and complex challenge of
civilian detention by armed forces in non-international conflicts, whether by local
forces or international forces intervening within or outside the framework of
international legitimacy. The pressing question is to what extent armed forces,
especially international forces, can detain civilians under international humanitarian
law, and how to balance the rights and freedoms of civilians with the security and
strategic needs of the states and forces involved in the conflict. Additionally,
challenges related to the application and interpretation of international humanitarian
law in this context, especially concerning potential gaps and ambiguities in legal
texts, are addressed. The study seeks to understand and analyze these challenges
and questions, building a deeper understanding of the standards and practices
related to the detention of civilians in non-international armed conflicts, and

searching for legal and ethical answers to these complex issues.
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