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DRIVING FORCES RESPONSES

Human influences and Responses by

natural conditions driving - government and society

environment change to the environmental
situation

PRESSURES IMPACTS

Stresses that human Biological, economic

conditions place on the environmental change

environment

\ STATE g

State or condition
of the environment
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Abstract

The Syrian coastal region is considered as a rich area in natural ecosystems, human and cultural
heritages that have great diversity and economic values. The natural ecosystems provide significant

services to the local community contributing to its sustainability and well- being.

The aim of this study is to present and develope an integrated management system, to properly and

effectively manage these ecosystems and to declare it as a “protected natural-socio-cultural area,”.

To achieve that, this study presents a description of the environmental, social and cultural heritage
systems in Amrit, and carries out an integrated evaluation and assessment method /DPSIR approach/
that deals with the state of social and ecological systems, the pressures they suffer from, the impacts
of these pressures and identify possible responses. Together with a monetary assessment of the
econmic values of these ecological systems services depending on comparison with similar

references.

In order to apply sustainable management with a clear vision that seeks to reach a diverse and
sustainable coast , the study elaborates also on the Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM)
process mechanism, which was prepared by the Priority Actions Programme Regional Activity
Centre (PAP/RAC), and the mechanisms of stakeholders mapping who could participate in the

management process.

To make this vision achievable, strategic goals have been set which can include future qualitative
policies, action plans and executive programs aimed to preserving the natural ecosystems and

cultural and social heritage in the region.

The study contributes to highlighting and underlying the importance of using scientific modern
models and methods to identify and evaluate coastal ecosystems and coastal cultural heritage, which

consider the basis for developing an integrated coastal zone management plan.

The evaluation methods can be used to develop integrated management systems in other regions,

taking into account their specificity of the social and environmental systems.
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