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The Effect of the Mother Tongue on the Acquisition of
English as a Second Language among Young Learners:

Grammatical structures as a model

Huda Omar Badrah

Abstract

The study discusses the effect of the mother tongue (Arabic) on learning a second
language (English), and how this interference leads to learning difficulties. After that, it
expands to shed light on some of these difficulties facing Arab learners in the primary
stages, identifying the grammatical overlap of the formation of sentences, the dual and
the plural, and the correspondence of the subject with the verb, given that they are the
most common among students. The researcher adopted the descriptive analytical
research approach, and proceeded from analyzing the concepts related to the mother
tongue and the second language, and what falls under the concept of linguistic overlap
at its morphological and grammatical level. Linguistic overlap, and the characteristics of

the two languages themselves.

The study concludes with the importance of realizing the aspects of the English
language and the differences between it and the mother tongue in order to avoid
negative interference and linguistic displacement, which are considered among the
most important causes of learning errors. It also gives recommendations and proposals
to reduce these errors and reduce the negative interference of the Arabic language

while learning English as a second language.

Keywords: mother tongue, target language, language interference, second language,

error analysis, grammar, duality, plural, verb, noun.
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