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Abstract

Water has been the reason for human existence since the beginning of life, God created
mankind from soil and water, and the right to use water and the preservation of this

resource constitutes a challenge to international law.

This right is subdivided into the human right to consume clean water, the right to provide
water to all people, and conserve water resources, meanwhile, not to harm water facilities

that are primarily associated with maintaining peace and security among countries.

States and armed groups have directed their hostile actions towards water resources such
as dams, reservoirs, and hydroelectric centers, as well as directed some actions to poison

water and throw waste into it.

As a result, this resource has become an important factor for the stability of international
relations and has become a source of international conflicts, especially between countries

through which common rivers pass.

The study focused in the first chapter of this research on the nature of the right to water,
and the protection established for water resources in international law conventions, in
additional to the associated international humanitarian law conventions, by setting rules and
means to ensure the protection of these resources and facilities during armed conflicts, in

addition to evaluating the system of this protection in international conventions.

Then the second chapter dealt with the Turkish violations of water resources in the Syrian
Arab Republic, especially after presenting the agreements signed between the two countries

and clarifying the violations of most of them by the Turkish side.

Explaining the negative role played by Turkey in the Syrian crisis and its entry as a party to
the conflict alongside the armed groups, and its exploitation of this card to deprive millions of

civilians in northern Syria of water.

This research spots a light on Turkish policies and Turkey's view of the Euphrates River as
an extension of its territorial sovereignty in the region, and how it was used as a tool of

carrot and political intimidation against the Syrian state.

Putting forward some proposed solutions to remedy the water crisis between the two
countries and ways of cooperation to solve common crises, and finally, the most important

results and recommendations that had been reached were identified.
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21 May 1997 (entered into force 17 August 2014) (1997) 36 ILM) International Legal
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(1) Adopted by the United Nation Conference on the Human Environment, Stockholm, 16

june 1972; see U.N. General Assembly Resolutions 2994 /XXVII, 2995/XXVII and 2996/XXI

of 15 December 1992, Sales No. E.73.11.A.14, accessed 1 DEC 2021, 20:00 PM:

https://undocs.org/en/A/CONF.48/14/Rev.1
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https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/184333

(3) Global consultation on safe water and sanitation for the 1990s.14-10 September 1990,

New Delhi, India: safe water 2000: The New Delhi Statement, accessed 1 DEC 2021,

20:00 PM:

https://www.ircwash.org/ resources/ global-consultation— safe water— and— sanitation—

1990s-10-14-september—1990-new—delhi-india
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() World Summit on Sustainable Development (September 2002) accessed 1 DEC 2021,
18:00 PM:

www.johannesburgsummit.org/html/documents/summit_docs/1009wssd_pol_declaration.htm

(@ International Decade for Action ('Water for Life," United Nations General Assembly
Resolution A/RES/58/217 ,9 February 2004.

(3 Semets Henri, La reconnaissance officielle du droit & I’'eau en France et a I’international
Agence Frangaise de Développement Département de la Recherche, p34. consulté le ler
décembre 2021, 10:30 PM:

https: //www.coalition—eau.org/wp—content/uploads /la—reconnaissance—du—droit-%C3%A0-

leau—en—France—et-%C3%A0-linternational.pdf
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Article 35/03 in the protocol 1;" it is prohibited to employ methods or means of war fare

which are intended, or may be expected, to cause widespread, long-term and severe
damage to the natural environment'.
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(®) David Jensen and Silja Halle, Protecting the environment during armed confiict An

inventory and analysis of international law, United nations environment programmer,

November 2009, P10.
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() This unusual protection— stronger than that in international armed conflict- seems to be

due to a last-minute rewriting of the draft Protocol. W. Remans “Water and War”,

Humanitares Volkerrecht, Informationsschriften, No.1, 1995, p.8.
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" Attacks against the natural environment by way of reprisals are prohibited "
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(@) 1CJ, Legality of the Threat or Use of nuclear weapons, Advisory Opinion, 1.C.J. Reports
1996, p. 226 at para. 30. See M.Tignino, Water During and After Armed Conflicts. What

Protection in International Law? Brill Research Perspectives in International Water Law, vol.
1 (4), 2016, pp. 24-25.
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e Geneva Water Hub, “The Geneva List of Principles on the Protection of Water

Infrastructure’, This Report is part of the Blue Peace Movement, August 2019.

e Global consultation on safe water and sanitation for the 1990s<14-10 September

1990, New Delhi, India: safe water 2000: The New Delhi Statement.

e Report of the United Nations Water Conference, Mar del Plata, 14-25 March 1977,

Symbol E/CONF.70/29, Sales number 77.11.A.12.
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December 1992, Sales No. E.73.11.A.14.
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Convention on the Protection and Use of Trans boundary Watercourses and
International Lakes (Helsinki), signed on 17 March 1992 (entered into force 6
October 1996), (1996) 1936 UNTS, United Nations Treaty Series (269).

International Decade for Action ("Water for Life," United Nations General Assembly
Resolution A/RES/58/217 ,9 February 2004.

International Environment Law and naval war, Naval war college, Newport, Rhode
Island, Center for naval warfare studies, December 2000.

Protocol on Water and Health to the 1992 Convention on the Protection and Use of
Trans boundary Watercourses and International Lakes, UN Doc. MP.WAT/2000/1x,
EUR/ICP/EHCO 020205/8 Fin; 38 ILM 1708 (1999).

THE COMMANDER’S HANDBOOK ON THE LAW OF NAVAL OPERATIONS,
EDITION JULY 2007, DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF
NAVAL OPERATIONS AND HEADQUARTERS, U.S. MARINE CORPS

The Convention on the Non—Navigational Uses of International Watercourses, signed
on 21 May 1997 (entered into force 17 August 2014) (1997) 36 ILM) International
Legal Materials (700; UN Doc. A/RES/51/229 (1997).

The Protection of Water During and After Armed Conflicts, Global High—Level Panel
on Water and Peace, Think—Tank Roundtable Report, July 2016.

the United Nation Conference on the Human Environment, Stockholm, 16 june 1972

World Summit on Sustainable Development (September 2002).
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