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Abstract

This research addresses the criminal protection of women against crimes of
sexual violence under the International Humanitarian Law, in which we
conducted an appliedstudy of sexual violence crimes committed by armed
groups in the Syrian Arab Republic. In the first chapter, we discussed the
legislative confrontation of sexual violence crimes against women in the national
and international law, starting with the conceptualization of sexual violence in
the first section, followed by its definition in the first subsection. As for the
second subsection, we discussed the most significant images of sexual violence
and the acts involved, in addition to the evidence as to why these actions are
sexual in nature, and the most prominent images of sexual violence in the local
communities around the world. And in the third subsection, we determined the
material and personal scope of sexual violence crimes during armed conflicts. As
for the second section, we dealt with the legal provisions on the criminalization
of sexual violence against women in international conventions and the Syrian
law, where we addressed in the first subsection matters regarding the
criminalization of sexual violence in international conventions, which includes
combating crimes of sexual violence through international charters and
declarations. Subsequently, in the second subsection, we discussed matters
concerning sexual violence against women in the Syria law through the national
legislative framework and the international legal framework. As for the second
chapter, we addressed the criminal prosecution of crimes of sexual violence
against women before the international and national courts. The first section
deals with the criminal prosecution of these crimes followed by its historical
development through different origins in the first subsection. Furthermore, we
discussed the role of various international bodies in protecting women from
sexual violence, including the united nations, its general assembly, and its
resolutions in the second subsection, in addition to the role of the security
council in providing protection by shedding light on its most significant
resolutions regarding the issue as well as the efforts made by the Secretary-
General of the United Nations and the role of regional organizations in the
protection of women in addition to the role of the National Committees of Red
Crescent and the Red Cross in the dissemination and implementation of the
rules of protection. In the second section, we addressed how sexual violence
crimes are prosecuted before the ICC, where we conceptualized sexual violence
before the ICC in addition to common elements of sexual violence crimes and its
patterns in the first subsection. We also addressed in detail the competence of
the ICC in sexual violence crimes in the second subsection, and we proceeded to
show the most significant practical cases of sexual violence crimes of which the
ICC had examined, where we discussed court proceedings, legal status of
victims, and rules on reparation. In addition to the penalties listed in the ICC



statute and the most significant referred cases to it. As for the third section, we
presented the crimes of sexual violence committed by armed groups on Syrian
territories, where we discussed the nature of these crimes in the first
subsection, then we moved in the second subsection to the most significant
practical cases of sexual violence crimes in Syria. Finally, in the third subsection
we dealt with the challenges of criminalization and prosecution of sexual
violence crimes in the Syrian law and judiciary, and we came to several results
and recommendations that we included in the summary.
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