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International protection of minorities during armed conflicts
Case study: the Yazidi minority in Irag and Syria

Research Summary

Minorities constitute a group of individuals yith religious, Jinguistic. ethnic
and ethnic characteristics and are recognized by international law with a range of

rights, namely the right to life, physical integrity, as well as the right to self-
determination and the right to humanitarian intervention, as well as protection
from genocide and crimes against humanity. The law also established that these
groups have the right to conduct religious rites and protect thejr cultural property

during armed conflicts. And no Country is free of the presence of minorities on its
territory,

International humanitarian law is one of the most important laws that have put
in place controls governing the fight against these conflicts, in order to preserve
as much place as human rights in a period of conflict. However, these rules are
often violated by the parties to the conflict, and although international
humanitarian law has not decided on special protection for the minority group, it
benefits from protection within protected groups in this law, and international law
has put in place preventive mechanisms that operate under the control of the
United Nations, and others developed under international conventions and
national laws with the aim of preventing all acts of racial discrimination,
preventing torture and all forms of cruel and inhuman treatment, with field

assistance fromthe International Committee of the Red Cross and Red Crescent.
In addition to the existence of an international criminal courts aimed at
punishing and prosecuting perpetrators of international crimes and serious
violations of international humanitarian law, all these mechanisms have not been
sufficient to ensure the effective protection of minorities during armed conflicts,
given  the restrictions on the activation of the commissions created for

thispurpose, as well as the suspension of the icc's jurisdiction over the will of
states and the Security Council, andthe violations weWitness against minorities

during armed conflicts in Iraq and Syria, where armed groups commit the most
heinous crimes and serious violations against the Yazidi minority.

This research aims to demonstrate the international protection of Minorities
from widespread violations of human rights during armed conflicts, and in order
to achieve this, the status of minorities Will be analysed under international law

in general py introducing minorities, the most important instruments dealing with



the rights of minorities and the |egal framework for their protection, and the status

of minorities in jnternational humanitarian and human rights law in particular,as
the first is thelaw applicable jn times of armed conflict and the second applies in

peacetime and war.

It should be noted that the protection of minorities is an issue that continues
to evolvelegally, often enforced through thelnternational Bjjateralor Multilateral
Agreement, and pag recently received international attention, at Jeast in theory.
However, the issue of minorities remains yague and complex in some respects,

particularly with regard to the rules of protection during armed conflicts, as
international 1aW has not specified special rules for the protection of minorities

specifically, but has relied primarily on the principle of non-discrimination by the
protection rules of the groups concerned with their protection.

For this purpose, chapter one of our research included 3 general theoretical

framework relating to the concept of Minorities as Janguage and law and the legal

basis for their rights in international law. The second half included ang
developed violations against minorities during armed conflicts during armed
conflicts.

The most important international charters and instruments on the rights of

minorities and internationalprotection have been analyzed, and the research also
discussed the explanation of the mechanisms for applying this protection, jt js
necessary to know the means of applying this protection and to recoverfrom
international legal texts as the jmpact of armed conflicts on minorities is not
limited to the period of conflict Put extends beyond periods. Chapter two jncluded
a case study of the Yazidi minority in Irag @and Syria and the violations they
sufferedguring armed conflicts, how much the role of national and international

legislation and international Organizations in protecting and assjsting Yazidis was
discussed, and jn conclusion the research included the most important findings

and recommendations.
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