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This study aims to identify the accounting information systems, used in individual
establishments, and their compatibility with the general standards that govern the validity
of accounting information. In addition to identifying the satisfaction level of these
systems’ different users, and the suitability of reports resulting to the needs and desires of
different users. Moreover, it aims to identify the extent to which programming companies
that design electronic accounting information systems are keeping abreast of the technical
and technological developments in the labor market, and the degree of qualification and
specialization of employees in these companies.

The study population consists of individual establishments, operating in Tartous
Governorate. It is difficult to count their total number precisely because of their diversity
and various forms. A total of 65 questionnaires were distributed among the different
accountants and users of the accounting information systems. The researcher used many
statistical methods of SPSS to analyze data and come up with the results of the study.
The study found that the accounting information systems currently used in individual
establishments possess some accounting information quality elements. The most
important elements are speed, safety, reliability and its conformity with international
accounting standards and financial regulations standards. Nevertheless, they lack the
elements of suitability and flexibility; they do not allow accounting reports to be adjusted
to suit users' needs, and this reduces the usefulness of information.

More to that, the researcher found that although the programming companies keep
abreast of the technical developments in the labor market, they do not keep pace with the
technological developments. Their applications always have problems with modern
operating systems and equipment. Similar to paper systems, they do not provide
flexibility in their resulting reports.

The study ended with a set of solutions and proposals, such as considering the flexibility
element in the design of accounting information systems, whether they are paper or
electronic, and training cadres working in programming companies, taking into account
their personal nature and possibility to modify electronic systems to commensurate the
characteristics of each facility.

key words :

Individual establishments, Accounting information systems, Electronic accounting
systems, Accounting systems
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