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Course Description: International Humanitarian Law

1- Basic Information:

Course Name International Humanitarian Law
Course ID D-1HL-842
Contact Hours (Registered Sessions) 24
Contact Hours (Synchronized Sessions) 28
Mid Term Exam --
Exam 2
Registered Sessions Work Load 34
Synchronized Session Work Load 36
Credit Hours 5
Course Level 6

2- Pre-Requisites:
Course ID

Completion of 185 credit hours

3- Course General Objectives:

The course focuses on International Humanitarian Law by addressing the

following topics:
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Introducing the concept of international humanitarian law, its origins, its

codification, and its development.

Introducing the written and customary sources of international humanitarian law.
Defining the characteristics of international humanitarian law.

Determining the principles of international humanitarian law and its legal nature.

Explaining the relationship between international humanitarian law and other similar

laws such as international human rights law and international criminal law.

Knowing the scope of application of international humanitarian law, qualitative,

personal and spatial, by identifying protected persons, protected objects and property.
Identifying violations of international humanitarian law and their legal basis,

Knowing the legal basis for criminalizing violations of international humanitarian

law.

4- Intended Learning Outcomes (I1LO):

Code | Intended Learning Outcomes

The ability to define the concept of international humanitarian law and the

ILO1 | evolution of its name in order to achieve a definition of international

humanitarian law

Learn about the historical origins and development of international

ILO2 | humanitarian law, and the impact of the emergence of Islam on its principles

and rules

ILO3 | Learn about the stages of development of the rules of international

2
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humanitarian law, and how its rules have been codified, and understand the

stages through which its codification has passed

Knowing the sources on which international humanitarian law is based, their

ILO4 | diversity and how to benefit from them, classifying them and understanding the
rules of customary international humanitarian law
Defining the basic principles of international humanitarian law and
ILO5 | understanding its special legal nature, and distinguishing jus cogens legal rules
in international humanitarian law
The ability to distinguish between international humanitarian law and
ILO6 | international human rights law, in order to understand the aspects of influence,
convergence and overlap between them.
The ability to determine what is meant by international criminal law in order to
understand its legal nature and understand the relationship between
ILO7 | international humanitarian law and international criminal law. Being able to
figure out their mutual influence, and the points of convergence and difference
between them.
Identifying the specific scope of international law, and determining the
ILO8 | applicable provisions according to the nature of the conflict, if it is related to an
international armed conflict or a non-international armed conflict.
Recognizing the personal scope of international humanitarian law, identify the
ILO9 | protected categories of combatants, and protecting civilians under IHL

conventions.
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ILO10

Identifying the material scope of international humanitarian law, defining the
protection prescribed for civilian property and objects, defining the types of

protection, and then defining the protection of cultural property and its types.

ILO11

The ability to identify violations of international humanitarian law, knowing

the legal basis of violations, and determining their punishments.

ILO12

Knowing the legal basis for criminalizing violations of international
humanitarian law, and the measures to be taken to respect and ensure respect

for the rules of international humanitarian law

5- Course Syllabus (24 hours of total Recorded Sessions, 28 hours of total

synchronized sessions)

e RS: Recorded Sessions; SS: Synchronized Sessions;

Additional
ILO Course Syllabus RS | SS Type
y P Notes
e Defining the concept of 1 Exercises
international humanitarian law v Assignments
o Knowlngthgevolutlonofthe 0 Seminars
ILO1 term international 2 | 2 _
humanitarian law L Projects
e Definition of international L Practices
humanitarian law 1 Others
e The historical roots of 2 | 2 |1} Exercises
ILO2 international humanitarian law v' Assignments
in ancient civilizations 7 Seminars
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The development of the rules 1 Projects
of |n_ternat|or_1al humanitarian 1 Practices
law in the Middle Ages
v Others
The impact of the emergence
of Islam on humanitarian
principles and customs of war,
and the applications of
international humanitarian law
in it.
The link between the :

. ] Exercises
emergence of traditional _
international law and the v’ Assignments
regulation of the rules of war ] Seminars

Identifying attempts to codify ] Projects

international humanitarian law :

e .- ] Practices

ILO3 through the codification of

customary rules and customs -1 Others

that govern the conduct of

armed conflicts.

Determining the conventions

that make up international

humanitarian law.

Determining the sources of 1 Exercises

international humanitarian law v Assignments

derived from public :

. i ] Seminars
ILO4 international law.

e 1 Projects
Identifying the sources of J _
international humanitarian law. Ll Practices

1 Others

Identifying the customary
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sources of international
humanitarian law and their
importance.
e Defining the characteristics of
international humanitarian law.
e Defining the basic principles of
international humanitarian law :
] Exercises
and how to apply them.
_ _ v' Assignments
e Understanding the special legal _
nature of international -/ Seminars
ILO5 humanitarian law. 2 | 3 | Projects
e Distinguishing the peremptory 1 Practices
nature of international 1 Others
humanitarian law rules and the
consequences that follow that
nature.
e Defining the concept of 1 Exercises
international human rights law. v Assignments
e Distinguishing between 1 Seminars
ILO6 international humanitarian law | 2 | 3 _
. : : 1 Projects
and international human rights
law and the aspects of [ Practices
influence, convergence and 1 Others
overlap between them.
e Defining what is meant by _
international criminal law and 2 | 2 |1 Exercises
ILO7 understanding its legal nature v' Assignments
and distinguishing it from "1 Seminars
Criminal offenses of an
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international character.

Identifying the aspect of
mutual influence between
international humanitarian law
and international criminal law.

Knowing the points of
convergence and the
differences between
international humanitarian law
and international criminal law.

1 Projects
1 Practices
] Others

Knowing the concept of
international armed conflict
and non-international conflict.

Determining the legal

1 Exercises
v' Assignments

1 Seminars

ILO8 . ) I Projects
provisions applicable to
international armed conflict "I Practices
and non-international armed 7 Others
conflict
Determining the protected 1 Exercises
categories of combatants and v Assignments
the aspects of protection _
granted to them. L Seminars
Identifying the protected Projects
ILO9

categories of civilians, and the
aspects of their protection

Learning about the special
protection granted by
international humanitarian law
to specific categories of

]
1 Practices
] Others
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civilians
e Determining what is meant by 0 Exercises
civil property and objects and i
Property ) v’ Assignments
the aspects of protection
assigned to them. ) Seminars
ILo10 | ® Defining what is meant by "I Projects
cultural property and the 1 Practices
aspects of protection assigned
. 1 Others
to It.

e Types of cultural property
protection.

e Identifying grave violations " Exercises
and distinguishing them from v' Assignments
regular violations. | Seminars

e Knowing the legal basis of " Projects

ILO11 serious violations of _
international humanitarian law. - Practices

e Determining the penalty for 0 Others
violations of international
humanitarian law.

e Determining the basis of the 0 Exercises
obligation to criminalize L, )
violations of international Assignments
humanitarian law 1 Seminars

ILO12 o _ _

e Defining what is meant by 1 Projects
respecting and ensuring respect | Practices
for the rules of international .
humanitarian law - Others
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e Determining the measures to
be taken to respect and ensure
respect for the rules of
international humanitarian law

6- Assessment Criteria (Related to 1LOs):

ISC | Interactive Synchronized Collaboration Ex | Exams Rpt | Reports
PF2F | Presentations and Face-to-Face Assessments PW | Practice Work
ILO Assessment Type
ILO Intended Results
Code ISC | PW | Ex | PF2F | Rpt
The ability to define the Defining the concept of
concept of international international
humanitarian law and humanitarian law
'_[he e;/oll:tlon r?_f Its name Knowing the evolution
ILO1 | inorder to achieve a of the term
definition of . . v v
_ : international
mterna_tlor?al humanitarian law
humanitarian law o
Definition of
international
humanitarian law
Learn about the The historical roots of
historical origins and international
development of humanitarian law in
ILO2 | international ancient civilizations 4 v
humanltarlan law, and The development of
the impact of the the rules of
emergence of Islam on international

9
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its principles and rules

humanitarian law in the
Middle Ages

The impact of the
emergence of Islam on
humanitarian principles
and customs of war,
and the applications of
international
humanitarian law in it.

ILO3

Learn about the stages
of development of the
rules of international
humanitarian law, and
how its rules have been
codified, and understand
the stages through
which its codification
has passed

The link between the
emergence of
traditional international
law and the regulation
of the rules of war

Identifying attempts to
codify international
humanitarian law
through the
codification of
customary rules and
customs that govern
the conduct of armed
conflicts.

Determining the
conventions that make
up international
humanitarian law.

ILO4

Knowing the sources on
which international
humanitarian law is

Determining the
sources of international
humanitarian law

10




Ministry of Higher Education and . o
Scientific Research calad) Gally dlal) alasl) )54

Syrian Arab Republic /"\ s Al &) sganl
2
.
SVU

Syrian Virtual University e e A ) ead) Ay iBY) dsalal)
based, their diversity derived from public
and how to benefit from international law.

them, classifying them
and understanding the
rules of customary
international
humanitarian law

¢ |dentifying the sources
of international
humanitarian law.

e |dentifying the
customary sources of
international
humanitarian law and
their importance.

e Defining the
characteristics of
international
humanitarian law.

Defining the basic e Defining the basic
principles of principles of
international international
humanitarian law and humanitarian law and
understanding its special how to apply them.

legal nature, and
distinguishing jus
ILO5 | cogens legal rules in
international
humanitarian law

e Understanding the
special legal nature of
international v v
humanitarian law.

e Distinguishing the
peremptory nature of
international
humanitarian law rules
and the consequences
that follow that nature.

11




Syrian Arab Republic

Ministry of Higher Education and

Scientific Research

Syrian Virtual University

Ay geal) dyuml) Ay sgand)

ez
SVU

(oalal) Gially —lal) adatl) 35

SRR [} ST [ (PN
SYRIAN VIRTUAL UNIVERSITY

4 guad) dpal38Y) daala)

The ability to
distinguish between
international
humanitarian law and
international human

Defining the concept of
international human
rights law.

Distinguishing between
international

ILO6 | rights law, in order to humanitarian law and v v
understand the aspects international human
of influence, rights law and the
convergence and aspects of influence,
overlap between them. convergence and
overlap between them.
The ability to determine Defining what is meant
what is meant by by international
international criminal criminal law and
law in order to understanding its legal
understand its legal nature and
nature and understand distinguishing it from
the relationship between Criminal offenses of an
international international character.
humanitarian law _and Identifying the aspect
ILO7 | international criminal of mutual influence v v

law. Being able to figure
out their mutual
influence, and the points
of convergence and
difference between
them.

between international
humanitarian law and
international criminal
law.

Knowing the points of
convergence and the
differences between
international
humanitarian law and

12
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international criminal
law

Identifying the specific
scope of international
law, and determining the
applicable provisions
according to the nature

Knowing the concept
of international armed
conflict and non-

international conflict.

Determining the legal

ILO8 | of the conflict, if it is v v
related to an provisions applicable
international armed to international armed
conflict or a non- conflict and non-
international armed international armed
conflict. contlict
Recognizing the Determining the
personal scope of protected categories of
international combatants and the
humanitarian law, aspects of protection
identify the protected granted to them.
categories of Identifying the
combat_ants,_ap(_j protected categories of
protecting C|V|I|ans_ civilians, and the
[LOg |under IHL conventions. aspects of their v v

protection

Learning about the
special protection
granted by
international
humanitarian law to
specific categories of
civilians

13
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Identifying the material | e Determining what is

scope of international meant by civil property
humanitarian law, and objects and the
defining the protection aspects of protection
prescribed for civilian assigned to them.

property and objects,
ILO10 | defining the types of
protection, and then
defining the protection
of cultural property and
its types.

e Defining what is meant
by cultural property
and the aspects of
protection assigned to
it.

e Types of cultural
property protection.

The ability to identify e Identifying grave

violations of violations and
international distinguishing them
humanitarian law, from regular violations.

knowing the legal basis
of violations, and
ILO11 dete_rmining their
punishments.

e Knowing the legal
basis of serious
violations of v v
international
humanitarian law.

e Determining the
penalty for violations
of international
humanitarian law.

Knowing the legal basis | e Determining the basis

ILO12 f(?r crl_mmallzmg of_thfa opllgat_lon t_o v v
violations of criminalize violations
international of international

14
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humanitarian law, and humanitarian law

the measures to be taken
to respect and ensure
respect for the rules of
international
humanitarian law

e Defining what is meant
by respecting and
ensuring respect for the
rules of international
humanitarian law

e Determining the
measures to be taken to
respect and ensure
respect for the rules of
international
humanitarian law

7- Practice Tools:

Tool Name Description

non |-

8- Main References

1. Yasser Hassan Kilzy: The International and National Confrontation for Violations of
International Humanitarian Law, PhD thesis submitted to Naif Arab University for

Security Sciences, College of Graduate Studies, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, 2009.

2. Nils Melzer, Etienne Koster: International Humanitarian Law - A Comprehensive
Introduction, (International Committee of the Red Cross: Geneva, Switzerland,
Arabic Edition, 2016). (Available in 4 languages / English, French, Russian, Arabic /
on the ICRC website)

15
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. Omar Makki and others: International Humanitarian Law in Contemporary Armed

Conflicts (International Committee of the Red Cross: Geneva, Switzerland, undated).

. Marco Sassoli, Antoine Bouvier: How Law Provides Protection in War,
(International Committee of the Red Cross: Geneva, Switzerland, Arabic Edition -
Cairo 2011). (Available in three languages / English, French and Arabic / on the
ICRC website)

. John Marie Henkerts and Louise Doswald Beck: Customary International
Humanitarian Law, “Volume One: Rules” (International Committee of the Red
Cross: Cairo, Egypt, d. T, 2007). (available in English and Arabic on the ICRC

website)

. Frits Kalshoven and Elizabeth Zegveld: Controls Governing Warfare “Introduction to
International Humanitarian Law” Arabic version, translated by: Ahmed Abdel Alim
(International Committee of the Red Cross: Geneva, Switzerland, third edition, 2004
AD).

. Muhammad Al-Majzoub and Tarig Al-Majzoub: International Humanitarian Law

(Al-Halabi Human Rights Publications, Beirut, Lebanon, first edition 2009).

. Mahmoud Sherif Bassiouni: International Humanitarian Law (Dar Al-Nahda Al-

Arabiya: Cairo, Egypt, second edition, 2007).

. Muhammad Fahd Al-Shalaldeh: International Humanitarian Law (Manhat al-Maaref:
Alexandria, Egypt, d., 1426 AH / 2005 AD).

10. Omar Mahmoud Makhzoumi: International Humanitarian Law in the Light of the

International Criminal Court, “PhD Thesis”, presented to the Faculty of Law, Cairo

University, 2006 AD. Published by (House of Culture for Publishing and

16
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Distribution: Amman, Jordan, first edition, 2008).

11. Khalifa, Ibrahim Ahmed: International Oversight on the Application of International

Humanitarian Law (New University House: Alexandria, Egypt, Dr. T., 2007).

9- Additional References:

1. Saeed Salem Juwaili: The Introduction to the Study of International Humanitarian Law
(Dar Al-Nahda Al-Arabiya: Cairo, Egypt, d., 2002-2003).

2. Muhammad Al-Tarawneh: International Humanitarian Law “Text and Application

Mechanisms” (Amman Center for Human Rights Studies: Amman, Jordan, first

edition, 2003).

3. Ismail Abdel Rahman Muhammad: Criminal Protection of Civilians in the Time of

Armed Conflicts, a fundamental analytical study, a PhD thesis submitted to the Faculty
of Law, Cairo University, 1420 AH - 2000 AD.

4. Rogaya Awashri: Protection of Civilians and Civilian Objects in Non-International
Armed Conflicts, PhD thesis submitted to the Faculty of Law, Ain Shams University,
2001 AD.

5. Muhammad Hamad Al-Asbali: The Legal Center for Prisoners of War in International
Humanitarian Law “PhD Thesis” submitted to the Faculty of Law, Garyounis
University, Libya, in 2002 AD, published by (The Knowledge Foundation: Alexandria,
Egypt, first edition, 2005 AD).

6. Muhammad Sameh Amr: International Protection of Cultural Property in Periods of
Armed Conflict (Al-Aseel Center for Printing and Publishing: Cairo, Egypt, first

17
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edition, 2002).
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