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Course Description: International Trade Law (E4) 

1- Basic Information: 

International Trade Law (E4) Course Name 

ICL703 Course ID 

24 Contact Hours (Registered Sessions) 

28 Contact Hours (Synchronized Sessions) 

- Mid Term Exam 

2 Exam 

16 Registered Sessions Work Load  

30 Synchronized Session Work Load 

4 Credit Hours 

4 Course Level 

2- Pre-Requisites:   

Course ID 

Commercial Law 1 COM302 

Commercial Law 2 (Company Law) COM402 

  Commercial Law 3 (Commercial Papers) CL503 

Introduction to Law and Legal Systems (E1) INT205 
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3- Course General Objectives: 

The course aims to introduce students to main issues in international trade law. First, 

they would be able to define international trade law and distinguish between it and 

international commercial law and international economic law. They will have a brief 

historical background, be introduced to the concept of free trade and familiarize 

themselves with key trade terms. The course then aims to introduce students to the most 

important international organizations involved in trade and harmonization of trade law. 

The focus is then placed on the United Nations Convention on Contracts for the 

International Sale of Goods 1980 (CISG), a major treaty in use in international trade 

relations. Students will learn about the structure of the convention, the formation of 

contracts, the performance of contracts and the available remedies in case of breach of 

contract under the CISG convention. Equally important in international trade are 

International Commercial Terms (Incoterms®). The course explains the background of 

the Incoterms and the obligations of buyers and sellers embedded in each of the 

Incoterms® 2020. Another major event in international trade contracts is insurance. The 

course will allow students explore the different types of insurance contract, marine 

insurance and types of policies. Finally, the course introduces issues of electronic 

commerce and international organizational effort to organize this challenging aspect of 

international trade. 
 

4- Intended Learning Outcomes (ILO): 

Code Intended Learning Outcomes 

ILO1 

The student defines international trade law, distinguishes it from related fields, 

identifies its origins and historical background, recognizes the meaning of free 

trade and recalls definitions of key trade terms. 

ILO2 

The student describes the GATT, recognizes the work of the WTO, its 

advantages and disadvantages, discusses the need for harmonization of trade 

laws, and recognizes organizations involved in the harmonization of law 
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including the UNCITRAL, UNIDROIT, and ICC. 

ILO3 

The student recognizes the background of the United Nations Convention on 

Contracts for the International Sale of Goods 1980 (CISG), its structure, 

application and limitations. 

ILO4 

The student identifies issues related to formality of contract, the conditions for 

the offer and acceptance in a contract under the CISG, indicate when an offer is 

rejected and when an acceptance becomes a counter-offer, and define a 

fundamental breach. 

ILO5 

The student explains issues involved in the performance of contracts under the 

CISG, identify the seller's and buyer's obligations, and examine cases of non-

conformity of goods. 

ILO6 

The student distinguishes remedies available to the seller or the buyer under the 

convention, including fixing an additional period for performance, avoidance, 

restitution, damages interest on arrears. 

ILO7 

The student identifies what Incoterms are, distinguishes the rules used for 

different modes of transportation, describes the seller's and buyer's obligations 

under each term, discusses issues related to carriage of goods and contracts of 

carriage by sea.  

ILO8 

The student defines insurance, distinguishes marine insurance, its types and the 

different types of marine insurance policies, and recognizes principles of marine 

insurance. 

ILO9 

The student defines electronic commerce and the challenges it creates, 

recognizes efforts made by different organizations in this field and discusses the 

ICC's work on international guidelines for e-commerce. 
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5- Course Syllabus (hours of total Recorded Sessions, hours of total synchronized 

sessions)  

• RS: Recorded Sessions; SS: Synchronized Sessions;  

Additional Notes Type SS RS Course Syllabus ILO 

 

 Exercises 

 Assignments 

 Seminars 

 Projects 

 Practices 

 Others 

2 2 

Chapter One: Introduction to 

International Trade Law 

 

ILO1 

 

 Exercises 

 Assignments 

 Seminars 

 Projects 

 Practices 

 Others 

2 2 

Chapter Two: International Trade 

Agreements and Organizations 

 

ILO2 

 

 Exercises 

 Assignments 

 Seminars 

 Projects 

 Practices 

 Others 

2 2 

Chapter Three:  

The Convention on International 

Sales of Goods 1980 CISG 

Unit 1: Introduction, Structure 

and Application 

 

ILO3 

 

 Exercises 

 Assignments 

 Seminars 

 Projects 

 Practices 

 Others 

4 4 

Chapter Three:  

The Convention on International 

Sales of Goods 1980 CISG 

Unit 2: Formation of a Contract 

 

ILO4 
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 Exercises 

 Assignments 

 Seminars 

 Projects 

 Practices 

 Others 

4 2 

Chapter Three:  

The Convention on International 

Sales of Goods 1980 CISG 

Unit 3: Performance of Contract 

 

ILO5 

 

 Exercises 

 Assignments 

 Seminars 

 Projects 

 Practices 

 Others 

4 4 

Chapter Three:  

The Convention on International 

Sales of Goods 1980 CISG 

Unit 4: Remedies 

 

ILO6 

 

 Exercises 

 Assignments 

 Seminars 

 Projects 

 Practices 

 Others 

4 4 

Chapter Four:  

International Commercial Terms 

(Incoterms®) 

 

ILO7 

 

 Exercises 

 Assignments 

 Seminars 

 Projects 

 Practices 

 Others 

4 2 

Chapter Five:  

Insurance 

 

ILO8 

 

 Exercises 

 Assignments 

 Seminars 

 Projects 

 Practices 

 Others 

2 2 

Chapter Six:  

Electronic Commerce 

 

ILO9 
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6- Assessment Criteria (Related to ILOs) 

ISC Interactive Synchronized Collaboration Ex Exams Rpt Reports 

PF2F Presentations and Face-to-Face Assessments PW Practice Work 

 

ILO 

Code 
ILO Intended Results 

Assessment Type 

ISC PW Ex 
PF

2F 
Rpt 

ILO1 

 

Introduction to 

International 

Trade Law 

The student defines international 

trade law, distinguishes it from 

related fields, identifies its 

origins and historical 

background, recognizes the 

meaning of free trade and recalls 

definitions of key trade terms. 

*  *   

ILO2 

International 

Trade Agreements 

and Organizations 

The student describes the GATT, 

recognizes the work of the 

WTO, its advantages and 

disadvantages, discusses the 

need for harmonization of trade 

laws, and recognizes 

organizations involved in the 

harmonization of law including 

the UNCITRAL, UNIDROIT, 

and ICC. 

*  *   
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ILO3 

The Convention 

on International 

Sales of Goods 

1980 CISG 

Introduction, 

Structure and 

Application 

The student recognizes the 

background of the United 

Nations Convention on Contracts 

for the International Sale of 

Goods 1980 (CISG), its 

structure, application and 

limitations. 

*  *   

ILO4 

The Convention 

on International 

Sales of Goods 

1980 CISG 

Formation of a 

Contract 

 

The student identifies issues 

related to formality of contract, 

the conditions for the offer and 

acceptance in a contract under 

the CISG, indicate when an offer 

is rejected and when an 

acceptance becomes a counter-

offer, and define a fundamental 

breach. 

*  *   

ILO5 

The Convention 

on International 

Sales of Goods 

1980 CISG 

Performance of 

Contract 

 

The student explains issues 

involved in the performance of 

contracts under the CISG, 

identify the seller's and buyer's 

obligations, and examine cases 

of non-conformity of goods. 

*  *   
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ILO6 

The Convention 

on International 

Sales of Goods 

1980 CISG 

Remedies 

 

The student distinguishes 

remedies available to the seller 

or the buyer under the 

convention, including fixing an 

additional period for 

performance, avoidance, 

restitution, damages interest on 

arrears. 

*  *   

ILO7 

International 

Commercial 

Terms 

(Incoterms®) 

 

The student identifies what 

Incoterms are, distinguishes the 

rules used for different modes of 

transportation, describes the 

seller's and buyer's obligations 

under each term, discusses issues 

related to carriage of goods and 

contracts of carriage by sea. 

*  *   

ILO8 
Insurance 

 

The student defines insurance, 

distinguishes marine insurance, 

its types and the different types 

of marine insurance policies, and 

recognizes principles of marine 

insurance. 

*  *   

ILO9 
Electronic 

Commerce 

The student defines electronic 

commerce and the challenges it 
*  *   
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 creates, recognizes efforts made 

by different organizations in this 

field and discusses the ICC's 

work on international guidelines 

for e-commerce. 

 

7- Practice Tools: 

Description Tool Name 

-------- non 

 

8- Main References 

1- Bethlehem Daniel, Isabelle Van Damme, Donald McRae, Rodney Neufeld, eds. 

(2009), The Oxford Handbook of International Trade Law, Oxford University Press. 

2- Carr Indira, Peter Stone (2018) International Trade Law, 6th Edition, Abingdon, 

Oxon; New York, NY: Routledge. 

3- Diebold, N. F. (2011) "Standards of Non-discrimination in International Economic 

Law." The International and Comparative Law Quarterly, 60(4), 831–865. 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/41350118  

4- Fox, W. F. (2001) "The International Chamber of Commerce’s GUIDEC Principles: 

Private-Sector Rules for Digital Signatures." The International Lawyer, 35(1), 71–

78. http://www.jstor.org/stable/40707595 

5- Gal, Imre (1972) "The Commercial Law of Nations and the Law of International 
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Trade." Cornell International Law Journal: Vol. 6: Iss.1, Article 3. Available at: 

http://scholarship.law.cornell.edu/cilj/vol6/iss1/3 

6- Huber, P. (2007) "CISG – The Structure of Remedies." Rabels Zeitschrift Für 

Ausländisches Und Internationales Privatrecht / The Rabel Journal of Comparative 

and International Private Law, 71(1), 13–34. http://www.jstor.org/stable/27878637 

7- Mo, John Shijian (2015) International Commercial Law. 6th edition, Australia, 

LexisNexis Butterworths. 

8- Twigg-Flesner, Christian (2021) Foundations of International Commercial Law, 

Routledge. 

9- Teacher, Law (2013) "Advantages and Disadvantages of the WTO for Developing 

Nations." Retrieved from https://www.lawteacher.net/free-law-essays/international-

law/advantages-and-disadvantages-of-world-trade-organization-international-law-

essay.php?vref=1 

 

9- Additional References 

1- https://uncitral.un.org/sites/uncitral.un.org/files/media-documents/uncitral/en/12-

57491-guide-to-uncitral-e.pdf 

2- https://www.westpandi.com/getattachment/907f94bf-b7dd-469e-913f-

4baae23fca1d/p-i_guide_bills_of_lading_1_2pp_v2_lr.pdf 

3- https://incodocs.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/IncoDocs-Trade-Guide-

2020-J.pdf 

4- https://www.law.upenn.edu/journals/jil/articles/volume25/issue1/Reich25U.Pa.J.Int

%27lEcon.L.321%282004%29.pdf  
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5- https://www.cusb.ac.in/images/cusb-

files/2020/el/law/Introduction%20to%20International%20Trade%20Law.pdf 

6- https://uncitral.un.org/en/about 

7- https://uncitral.un.org/en/texts/salegoods/conventions/sale_of_goods/cisg 

8- https://uncitral.un.org/en/texts/ecommerce 

9- https://uncitral.un.org/en/texts/transportgoods 

10- https://uncitral.un.org/en/texts/salegoods/conventions/sale_of_goods/cisg 

11- https://www.unidroit.org/about-unidroit/overview 

12- https://unctad.org/topic/ecommerce-and-digital-economy 

13- https://unctad.org/topic/ecommerce-and-digital-economy/ecommerce-law-

reform/summary-adoption-e-commerce-legislation-worldwide 

14- https://iccwbo.org/ 

15- https://iccwbo.org/resources-for-business/incoterms-rules/incoterms-2020/ 

16- https://iccwbo.org/publication/incoterms-2020-practical-free-wallchart/ 

17- https://www.justia.com/international-law/international-trade-law/ 

18- https://peacepalacelibrary.nl/research-guide/international-commercial-law 

19- https://definitions.uslegal.com/l/lex-maritima/ 

20- https://opil.ouplaw.com 

21- https://www.lawyr.it/index.php/articles/reflections/1193-lex-mercatoria 

22- https://www.economicshelp.org/blog/4/trade/criticisms-of-wto/ 

23- https://econ.economicshelp.org/2007/06/advantages-and-disadvantages-of-wto  

24- https://www.theigc.org/wp-

content/uploads/2016/07/201607PolicyBriefSouthSudanWTO_SLedits.pdf.html 

25- https://www.crawfordnautical.com/ 
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26- https://www.dripcapital.com/resources/blog/marine-insurance-meaning-types-

benefits 

27- https://www.insurance2day.co.uk/marine-insurance-quote/information/how-is-the-

premium-calculated-and-paid/ 

28- https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/definition/premium 

29- https://www.irmi.com/term/insurance-definitions/proximate-cause 

30- https://www.irmi.com/term/insurance-definitions/hull-coverage 

31- https://accountlearning.com/delivery-of-goods-meaning-modes-of-delivery/ 

32- https://law.en-academic.com/66456/constructive_delivery 

33- https://www.international-arbitration-attorney.com/ar/icc-incoterms-in-international-

trade/ 

34- https://cryptome.org/jya/guidec2.htm 

35- https://searchcio.techtarget.com/definition/e-commerce 

36- https://www.dentons.com/en/insights/alerts/2019/september/12/e-commerce-

applicable-law 

37- https://kluwerlawonline.com/journalarticle/Journal+of+World+Trade/46.3/TRAD20

12017 

38- https://www.sana-commerce.com/blog/what-is-global-ecommerce/ 

39- https://www.mytotalretail.com/article/international-e-commerce-guide-8-things-you-

need-to-know-before-you-get-started/ 

40- https://www.globalnegotiator.com/international-trade/dictionary/shipment/ 

41- https://goglobal.dhl-usa.com/trade-terms/ 

42- https://www.saloodo.com/logistics-dictionary/consignor/ 

43- https://blog.intekfreight-logistics.com/consignee-vs-consignor-difference-in-freight-



Syrian Arab Republic 

 

 الجمهورية العربية السورية 
Ministry of Higher Education 

and scientific research  والبحث العلمي وزارة التعـليــم العـالـــــــــي 

Syrian Virtual University  الجامعة الافتراضية السورية 

 

-15/13- 

shipments 

44- https://www.tradefinanceglobal.com/freight-forwarding/ 

45- https://www.opuskinetic.com/2020/05/how-ship-chartering-works-and-why-it-is-

important/ 

46- https://www.dsv.com/en-us/support/faq/what-is-freight-forwarding 

47- https://www.shippingandfreightresource.com/who-is-a-freight-forwarder/ 

48- http://www.guvensigortakibris.com/en/insurance-information/sigortanin-tarihcesi/  

49- https://www.crowley.com/logistics/supply-chain/forwarding/ 

50- https://www.acerislaw.com/incoterms-in-international-trade/ 

51- https://blog.ipleaders.in/carriage-of-goods-under-international-commercial-law/ 

52- https://www.tradefinanceglobal.com/freight-forwarding/carriage/ 

53- https://www.tibagroup.com/blog/incoterms-2020 

54- https://incodocs.com/blog/incoterms-2020-explained-the-complete-guide/ 

55- https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/specific_performance 

56- https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/international_trade 

57- https://uk.practicallaw.thomsonreuters.com/ 

58- https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Remedies-for-Breach-of-Contract-Under-

the-CISG-Katz/ 

59- https://treatyexaminer.com/contractual-remedies-cisg/ 

60- https://www.nomos-elibrary.de/10.5771/9783845276564-156/article-30-cisg 

61- https://iicl.law.pace.edu/cisg/page/introductions-cisg 

62- https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/thewto_e.htm 

63- https://library.law.northwestern.edu/InternationalResearch/Sources 

64- https://law.nus.edu.sg/cml/projects/the-lex-maritima-theory-and-practice/ 
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65- https://www.lawyr.it/index.php/articles/reflections/1193-lex-mercatoria 

66- https://www.law.georgetown.edu/your-life-career/career-exploration-professional-

development/for-jd-students/explore-legal-careers/practice-areas/international-trade-

law/ 

67- https://globaledge.msu.edu/global-resources/trade-law 

68- https://libraryguides.jmls.edu/c.php?g=261791&p=1750897 

69- https://www.mondaq.com/international-trade-investment/694302/an-overview-of-

the-un-convention-on-contracts-for-the-international-sale-of-goods-part-ii-provision 

70- https://london.ac.uk/courses/international-commercial-law-la3009 

71- https://cyber.harvard.edu/olds/ecommerce/transactions.html 

72- https://legal-dictionary.thefreedictionary.com/ 

73- https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/ 

74- https://www.dictionary.com/ 

75- https://www.encyclopedia.com/economics/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-

maps/general-usage-international-digitally-ensured-commerce-guidec 

76- https://www.britannica.com/topic/free-trade 

77- https://www.britannica.com/topic/international-trade 

78- https://www.investopedia.com/insights/what-is-international-trade/ 

79- https://www.investopedia.com/terms/f/free-trade.asp 

80- https://www.investopedia.com/terms/w/wto.asp 

81- https://www.investopedia.com/terms/g/gatt.asp 

82- https://www.investopedia.com/terms/n/nationaltreatment.asp 

83- https://www.investopedia.com/terms/m/mostfavorednation.asp 

84- https://www.investopedia.com/terms/a/anti-dumping-duty.asp 
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85- https://www.investopedia.com/terms/i/insurance-premium.asp 

86- https://www.investopedia.com/terms/o/open-cover.asp 

87- https://www.investopedia.com/terms/i/insurable-interest.asp 

88- https://www.investopedia.com/terms/a/anticpatory-breach.asp 

89- https://www.investopedia.com/terms/e/ecommerce.asp 

90- https://www.investopedia.com/terms/b/billoflading.asp 

91- https://www.investopedia.com/terms/i/international-chamber-of-commerce-icc.asp 

92- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lex_mercatoria 

93- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_commercial_law 

94- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_trade_law 

95- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Trade_Organization 

96- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNIDROIT 

97- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Convention_on_Contracts_for_the_Int

ernational_Sale_of_Goods 

 


